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PURITAN PRIMER: An Introduction to the Puritans and Puritan Literature
by Ken Ramey | Pastor-Teacher

J. I. Packer, in his 
book A Quest for 
G o d l i n e s s : T h e 
Puritan Vision for the 
Christian Life, wrote, 
“The great Puritans, 

though dead, still speak to us through 
their writings, and say things to us 
that we badly need to hear at this 
present time.” Every contemporary 
Christian should be familiar with the 
Puritans and the rich spiritual legacy 
they left for us to follow.  In todayʼs 
society, most people view the 
Puritans as being a bunch of 
legalistic, religious fanatics who are 
most well-known for the infamous 
Salem witch trials.  This is largely due 
to how the Puritans have been 
p o r t r a y e d b y o u r A m e r i c a n 
educational system.  However, the 
Puritans were some of the godliest, 
most spiritually mature Christians who 
ever lived.  No other group  in the 
history of the church made more 
significant contributions to the areas 
of both biblical and practical theology. 
The Pu r i t ans p roduced more 
reformed theologians than any other 
movement per capita in the history of 
the world.  Yet it was not just an 

academic movement void of affection.  
It was both intellectual and emotional.  
Their theology informed their minds 
and inflamed their hearts.  Their 
movement may be best described as 
“Theology on Fire.”  Everything they 
so pass ionate ly be l ieved and 
preached they also practically applied 
to every area of their lives.  To them, 
sound doctrine was simply a means 
to living a life that glorified God. Their 
intense zeal and devotion for Godʼs 
glory stands in stark contrast to the 
deadness and shal lowness of 
c o n t e m p o r a r y C h r i s t i a n i t y .  
Consequently, these spiritual giants 
serve as a sure standard by which 
spiritual dwarfs like us can examine 
our lives and ministries so that we will 
experience revival and repent and 
return to biblical Christianity which 
they embodied so outstandingly.

A Brief History of the Puritans
" Puritanism was essentially a 
revival movement that took place in 
the Church of England during the 
sixteenth and seventeenth century 
and lasted on into the eighteenth 
century in New England (Circa. 
1550-1750-Wycliffe to Edwards).  

Fueled by the Reformation launched 
by Martin Luther in Germany and 
driven by a zeal for Godʼs glory, 
certain Engl ish clergy banned 
together to seek reform and renewal 
within the Church of England.  The 
convictions and actions of these men 
who worked to purify the Church and 
lead people to live lives consistent 
with Calvinistic doctrine produced 
revolutionary changes in English 
society, socially and politically, but 
most importantly, theologically.
" The Protestant Reformation 
spread rapidly through Europe, 
reaching England during the reign of 
Henry VIII (1509-1547).  A staunch 
Ca tho l i c , Hen ry fi r s t mar r i ed 
Catherine of Aragon, the daughter of 
Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain.  
However, because Catherine was 
unable to bear him a male heir, he 
divorced her without papal permission 
under the guise of religious reform.  
He established himself in place of 
pope as the new head of the Church 
of England.  During his reign, Henry 
VIII appointed Thomas Cranmer as 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the highest 
religious official in England. Cranmer 
used his influence to introduce the 

LAKESIDELIFE
 M

ay
 -

 J
un

e 
20

10

THE 
STIRE
RECEPTION

“May 15th, 2010 is a red-letter 
day on our calendars. For the 
first time in almost three years 
our family will travel together 
to America for a three month 
stay. Our hope is to spend 
time with you! Check out our 
travel/ministry calendar to see 
when we will be in your area 
and contact us so that we 
may visit together.”  

-The Stire Family

JUNE 13
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theology of Luther and Calvin into the 
English Church.  
" After Henry VIII died, his son 
Edward VI (1547-1553) ascended to 
the throne.  During his brief reign he 
made several reforms that enabled 
Protestantism to prosper in England.  
However, these reforms were short-
lived.  His untimely death made way 
for his sister Mary (1553-1558) to 
take the throne.  She was a staunch 
Catholic who immediately undid all 
that her brother had done to establish 
Protestantism as the religion of 
England.  She married Philip  II, the 
Catholic king of Spain, and restored 
the pope as the head of the English 
Church.  Moreover, she persecuted 
and killed many Protestant pastors, 
including Thomas Cranmer, which 
earned her the nickname “Bloody 
Mary.”
" Following Maryʼs death, her 
sister, Elizabeth I (1533-1603) 
became queen of England.  Many 
who had fled England in order to 
escape persecution under Mary 
returned with hopes of continuing the 
reforms made under Edward VI.  
However, many felt her Acts of 
Uniformity left the church only “half-
reformed,” since they failed to rid 
England of the vestments and 
c e r e m o n i e s o f C a t h o l i c i s m .  
Furthermore, by demanding that all 
clergy strictly observe the Book of 
Common Prayer and Articles of 

Religion, she stifled any sort of 
biblical preaching.  Also, more and 
more pastors grew concerned about 
the immorality and incompetence that 
was tolerated among the clergy in the 
Church of England.  As a result, they 
viewed the church as a “Half-way 
House” that needed to be purified 
and completely protestantized by 
establishing new patterns of worship 
that insured the preaching of the 
Word and the proper administration 
of the sacraments. 
" In an effort to reinforce 
conformity within the English Church, 
Elizabeth suspended hundreds of 
clergy, accusing them of sedition and 
disloyalty.  Some of the ejected 
ministers continued preaching in 
lectureships while a few began 
churches in private homes.  At the 
same time, professors at Cambridge 
University caused Puritanism to 
flourish by training up  the next 
generation of Puritan preachers and 
printing books on Puritan theology.
" When James I (1566-1625) 
rose to the throne in 1603, it revived 
Puritan hopes for further reforms.  
They appealed to him for changes in 
the administration of baptism and the 
use of vestments, the need of self-
examination before communion, and 
most importantly, the polity of the 
c h u r c h ( i . e . E p i s c o p a l v . 
Presbyterian).  Recognizing that his 
divine right as king was tied to the 

office of the bishop, he refused to 
make these changes.  However, he 
did make one major concession.  He 
commissioned a fresh translation of 
the Bible to assist English preachers 
(i.e. The King James Version).  But at 
the same time he demanded that all 
clergy conform to the liturgy and 
government of the Church of 
England.  A number of ministers were 
forced to leave their churches and 
flee to other parts of Europe.  Others 
found ways to compromise in order to 
continue their ministry within the 
English Church.
" C h a r l e s I ( 1 6 2 5 - 1 6 4 0 ) 
replaced his father James I.  He 
married a devout Catholic which 
sparked fears among Pur i tan 
ministers and members of Parliament 
that the new king intended to lead 
England back to Rome.  These fears 
increased when he appointed William 
L a u d a s t h e A r c h b i s h o p  o f 
Canterbury.  Laud reintroduced many 
Catholic forms of worship  and 
advocated Arminianism.  After 
Charles dissolved Parliament so he 
could be the supreme ruler of 
England, Laud bitterly persecuted the 
Puritans by prohibiting the preaching 
of predestination, by requiring all 
clergy to use the prayer book and 
wear robes, and by threatening to 
suspend them if they didnʼt read the 
Book of Sports from their pulpits 
which undermined their observance 
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When life is hard, you know, really 
hard, we often spend all our time 
pleading, begging, yelling, refusing, 
and questioning. While none of 
these things are necessari ly 
unusual, they are missing the 
ultimate  point. When life is hard, 
when things get ugly, when all hope 
seems to be lost… that is when we 
are able to display the superiority of 
the life lived in God.

 Should we just try to weather the storm? Or is 
there something greater in Godʼs vision for these 
difficulties?

WHEN LIFE IS HARD
by James MacDonald
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of the Sabbath.  Laudʼs persecution 
resulted in the first great Puritan 
exodus to New England under the 
leadership  of John Winthrop in 1630 
(i.e. “The New Israel”-“Heaven On 
Earth”).  These white-steepled 
Congregational churches still dot the 
New England landscape.
" Laud went so far as to try to 
enforce Anglican liturgy and Episcopal 
government on the Church of 
Scotland.  However, the Scottish 
Presbyterians resisted and adopted 
the National Covenant that affirmed 
the reformed faith and freedom of the 
Scottish Church.  When Charles 
raised an army to fight against the 
Scottish “Covenanters,”  the army was 
comprised of English Puritans who 
refused to attack their brethren.  
Cha r l es reso r ted t o h i r i ng a 
mercenary army which required him 
to reconvene Parliament to levy taxes 
in order to pay them.  But the 
Parliament was pro-Puritan and they 
refused to levy taxes and also refused 
to disassemble.  This new Parliament, 
known as the Long Parliament, 
rejected Charlesʼ claim of the divine 
right of kings and impeached Laud for 
abusing his authority.  Both of these 
actions plunged the country into civil 
war.
" The Royalists, led by Charles 
I, fought against the Roundheads, led 
by a deeply spiritual and radical 
Puritan named Oliver Cromwell 

(1599-1658).  Cromwell and his 
Puritan soldiers prevailed and both 
Charles and Laud were executed.  
Cromwell emerged as the new 
supreme leader of England.
During the English Civil War, the 
Parliament called together over 100 
Puritan leaders at Westminster Abbey 
to draft a new confession of faith for 
the Church of England known as the 
Wes tm ins te r Con fess ion ( i . e . 
Westminster Longer or Shorter 
Catechism).  This became the 
doctr inal standard for Puritan/
Reformed theology.  
" I n s p i t e o f t h i s g r e a t 
achievement at Westminster, tensions 
arose in the Parliament between the 
Presbyterian and Congregational 
Puritans.  To avoid political gridlock, 
Cromwell dissolved Parliament and 
ruled the country as Lord High 
Protector until his death in 1658.  
Puritanism in England reached its 
zenith during this time.  However, 
C romwe l l ʼs son R i cha rd who 
succeeded him proved to be a weak 
leader that resulted in the restoration 
of the monarchy under Charles II in 
1660.
" Despite his initial promises to 
preserve the liberties the Puritans had 
attained, Charles II sought to restore 
religious conformity through a series 
of acts.  All worship  services and 
Bible studies not in accord with the 
Book of Common Prayer were 

prohibited.  Any pastor who was 
unwilling to abide by the Book of 
Common Prayer was barred from 
their churches and many were 
persecuted and even imprisoned (e.g. 
John Bunyan).  These nonconformists 
became known as “Dissenters.”  
" In 1662, the Act of Uniformity 
required all Puritan ministers to 
renounce their denominat ional 
ordinations and be reordained under 
the Anglican bishops.  Nearly 2000 
ministers refused to conform and 
were ejected from their parishes.  The 
Conventicle Act in 1664 banned 
nonconformists from preaching in the 
fields or conducting services in 
homes.  The Five Mile Act in 1665 
prohibited ejected ministers from 
coming within five miles of their 
former parishes or any incorporated 
city or town.  
" Even though the Puritans 
were barred from their pulpits, their 
oppressors could not silence their 
pens.  In the midst of their great 
suffering and persecution, they wrote 
some of the most profound and 
precious theological and devotional 
works (e.g. The Pilgrimʼs Progress).  
" Sadly, most of the leading 
Puritans died before the Toleration Act 
was enacted in 1689 by William and 
Mary who succeeded James II, the 
son of Charles II.  Having been 
banned from English churchyards 
even after their death, many Puritans, 
including John Bunyan, were buried 
in a special nonconformist cemetery 
in Bunhill Fields, London.  Of these 
uncompromising Puritans, Anglican 
minister J. C. Ryle wrote: “they were 
a generation of men who have never 
received from their country the honor 
they deserve” (Introduction to 
Thomas Mantonʼs Works).

A List of Well-Known Puritans       
& Their Best Work:

Joseph Alleine
- An Alarm to the Unconverted
Richard Baxter
- The Reformed Pastor
Thomas Boston
- Human Nature in Its Fourfold State
Charles Bridges
- The Christian Ministry
Thomas Brooks
- Precious Remedies Against Satanʼs 
Devices

How can I help?
If you are interested in helping us at the Garage 
Sale, sign up sheets are available on the back 
table in the LBC Foyer.

Where do I bring my stuff?
If you have items you would like to donate to 
the Garage Sale, please bring them to the 
Noramco parking lot the morning of the sale.

What If I need someone to 
pick up my heavy items?
If you have any heavy items that need to be 
picked up by students, please call the church 
office to arrange a pickup time.

What happens to all of the 
money made at the sale?
All profits go to helping students get to 
Summer Camp 2010!

MAY 15 LBC GARAGE SALE
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John Bunyan
- The Pilgrimʼs Progress
Jeremiah Burroughs
- Rare Jewel of Christian Contentment
Stephen Charnock
- Existence and Attributes of God
John Flavel
- The Mystery of Providence
William Gurnall
- The Christian in Complete Armor
Matthew Henry
- Commentary on the Whole Bible
Matthew Mead
- The Almost Christian Discovered
John Owen
- Sin and Temptation
William Perkins
- The Art of Prophesying
Richard Sibbes
- The Bruised Reed
Thomas Watson
- Heaven Taken By Storm
 
Important Books 
About The Puritans:

A Quest for Godliness: The 
Puritan Vision of the Christian Life 
by J. I. Packer

Lives of the Puritans (3 vols.) 
by Benjamin Brooks

Meet the Puritans 
by Joel R. Beeke & Randall J. Pederson

The Puritans: Their Origins and 
Successors 
by D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones

Who Are the Puritans and What Do 
They Teach? 
by Erroll Hulse

Why Read the Puritans Today? 
by Don Kistler

Worldly Saints: The Puritans As They 
Really Were 
by Philip G. Ryken

Puritan Reprints 
& Online Resources:

Banner of Truth
- www.banneroftruth.org

Solid Ground Books
- www.solid-ground-books.org

Still Waters Revival Books
- www.swrb.com 

Reformation Heritage Books
- www.heritagebooks2.org

God Is 
Already There
by Adam Tyson | 
Associate Pastor

" R e c e n t l y I h a v e b e e n 
meditating on the attributes of God. 
One of the characteristics of God that 
I donʼt think enough about is the fact 
that God is big. Really big. In fact, 
God is so big that He doesnʼt have to 
travel. Heʼs already there. We often 
think, “I need to get on a plane to go 
on a mission trip  to Honduras or 
Uganda...” God doesnʼt have to get 
on the plane. Heʼs already there. We 
may think, “I have to get on the bus 
to go to camp  in New Mexico...” God 
is already there! 

" The Psalmist described the 
b i g n e s s o f G o d i n w h a t w e 
understand theologically as His 
omnipresence. God is everywhere. 
David writes, 

S u c h k n o w l e d g e i s t o o 
wonderful for me; it is too high, I 
cannot attain to it. Where can I 
go from Your Spirit? Or where 
can I flee from your presence? If 
I ascend to heaven, You are 
there; 
! If I make my bed in Sheol, 
behold, You are there. If I take 
the wings of the dawn, if I dwell 
in the remotest part of the sea,
even there Your hand will lead 
me, and Your right hand will lay 
hold of me.      (Psalm 139:6-10) 

Next time you get in your car, or on a 
bus, or on a plane to travel, just 
remember, God is already there!

" We have over twenty people 
planning to travel to Honduras this 
year to do construction,  dental work, 
VBS, and evangelism. Please pray 
that the support would be raised 
through support letters and our 
missions banquet to help  these 
volunteers do what God has called 
them to do in Honduras. We are also 
excited about a local Junior High 
Summer Camp that will involve great 
worship, preaching, and activities 
here in the Montgomery area. May 
God help  us as a youth ministry to 
grow in our love for the Lord and His 
Word which would motivate us to 
love God and to love others in our 
hearts and through our service.
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JULY 5-9

KIDS KAMP

Online registration 
begins May 28 at 
LakesideBibleChurch.org
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We would like to invite all of our high school students to come to this amazing summer camp -- REGENERATION! 
Regeneration as you know, theologically speaking, is the act by which God takes the initiative to bring the sinner 
from utter spiritual death to spiritual life in Christ. It is the goal of this camp to unfold for students the biblical 
teaching on the work that God does in the sinner's heart in divine act of regeneration. Glorieta, New Mexico is a 
beautiful mountainous setting with an incredibly pleasant summer climate. In addition to unparalleled teaching, 
camp includes all meals, lodging, team games, tournaments, free activities, and more!
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John MacArthur

Rick Holland

Austin Duncan

2010
JULY 25-31

HONDURAS SHORT TERM MISSIONS TRIP

JUNE 9

This Summer, stay connected 
wi th the church fami ly on 
W e d n e s d a y N i g h t s b y 
attending at our Summer Super 
Study beginning June 9.  Enjoy 
an awesome family time of 
prayer, worship and teaching.  
This year we will be digging 
into God’s Word as we gain a 
b i b l i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e o n 
controversial topics that not 
only  challenge the Church but 
raise significant debate in the 
world God has called us to be 
a light in.

{HOT TOPICS}    

Please pray for Team Honduras as 
they prepare to minister alongside 
supported missionaries, Adrian 
and Stephanie Donato, through 
MEDA (conference center and 
seminary) and the local church.

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS

JUNE 12-19
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EVENT NAME

MISSIONS 
BANQUET

JR. 
HIGH 
CAMP

MAY 23

JUNE 23-26

     WEEKLY SCHEDULE

 SUNDAY

8:00am	
 Worship Service

9:30am	
 Equipping Hour

10:45am	
 Worship Service

 WEDNESDAY

5:30pm	
 Fellowship 

Supper

6:30pm	
 The Bridge

	
 Truth

                    WOL Club

For information on upcoming 

        events visit us at   

www.lakesidebiblechurch.org
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HIGH 
SCHOOL 
SENIOR 
BANQUET MAY 16

MAY 23
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